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Transcription of Public Comments during
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, DAMON SMALL:

My nane is Danon Peter Small. |
live at 1100 Hooter Road, Bridge City, Louisiana.
My main concern is the noise pollution with the
bridge. | just want to nake sure that | would be
able to have the sanme quality of living as | have
been having for the past two years since | have been
here. I'mnore concerned with the bridge being noved
closer to nmy property line than what it already is.
If there is a possibility mybe they can do sone
type of noise-reduction plan or even the possibility
of buying the residents out where the noise may be
el evated in certain areas. You know, | just want
to make sure that | continue to have the sane
quality of life that |I've been having for the past
two years since |'ve been over on Hooter Road.

My other concern is the traffic del ays
and as far as the vibration fromthe pile drivers
and construction equipnment. 1'd, you know, like to
make sure that everything will be noted, anything.

If residents are forced to or have to stay there,
that we would be able to be compensated for any
damages that mght occur during the construction, or
even as far as monetary damages as far as cracks of
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foundation, things Iike that, broken bricks or
stucco that m ght occur during the foundation. But
other than that | think we do need the bridge
i mprovenent overall. | think the bridge needs to be
i mproved. But | think, basically, if there's going
to be -- even if it's just a few residents, | think
maybe that fewresidents -- if it's going to inpact
on a few residents or even the whol e nei ghborhood, |
t hi nk whoever is going to be inpacted severely it
needs to be taken care of.
MR, KENNETH J. BARKER

The comrent that | need to begin
with, I went over here to the building in Bridge
City last year and the coment | had nade about the
superstructure was it's God awful ugly, the sight of
it. | loveit. Al kidding aside, | the like the
W 3 design, that one over there (indicating) because
| think that the realignnent of the roadway, the
western end, the westbound side would be | ess
evasive and easier to inmplenent than the W1. |
couldn't get an answer as to whether or not there
was going to be lighting put on this bridge, which
is very important to me. As it is right now the
Huey P. Long is very dangerous at ni ght because the
lights were taken off of there a good 15 or 20 years

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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ago. | would think that something that inportant
shoul d be added into the bridge project and we
shoul d at | east know about that at this stage of the
devel opnment of the project. | questioned whether or
not something like this would be worthwhile in the
long run, strictly speaking because of the many

i ssues that are coming up in Jefferson Pari sh,
nostly on the Westbank, about trying to arrest too
much devel opment before we end up | osing the rest of
our wooded areas. And although the cost which was
quoted to me as to the price of the construction and
the whole project is 290 mllion dollars, it seens
like a lot of nmoney. And this was explained to nme
that nost of the noney would cone from bond sal es.
And |I' m wonderi ng whether or not those bonds are
going to be able to be paid out within the actua
tinme of construction, which | rather doubt. | would
think that if bonds of that anount of mnoney were
taken out that it would take quite a | ong period of
time to pay out, at |east maybe 15, 20, 25 years.
The other thing | had pointed out which was
explained to nme, | had wondered al oud whet her or not
it woul d not have been a wiser idea just to | eave
this bridge like it is and build an entirely new
structure sinmlar to the Veterans bridge up river

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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fromhere, alittle further up river |ike Wagamann,
Har ahan, something |like that, and nake this truck
traffic only one lane in each direction. Because
sonme nore of my concernis this is an old structure.
And regardless that it's a historical bridge, it is
a lot of structural change to be putting on a bridge
that is over 65 years old.

I"'ma little concerned about whether or
not the integrity of the bridge is going to be able
to take the weight. I'ma little concerned because
this bridge gets struck by river traffic quite
often. And | guess |I'mnot really certain, although

| have been excited about roadway projects and

bridge projects for a long tinme, | watched the
construction at the new GN. O bridge when | |ived
in McDonoughville in the eighties. I'mjust a

little hesitant with this because | don't know
really whether the long-termidea for this, the
extra traffic that's going to be put into the West
Jefferson area, is going to be such a good idea
MS. FRANKI E LEGAUX

One of ny initial concerns when
| ooked at is | saw that there was going to be -- the
bri dge woul d be cl osed down to one | ane at sone
point intime. | wondered if anyone had consi dered
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the fact that a |ot of people -- a lot of schoo
children commute over. And the timng of that
particular thing, if they could time it during |like
a summer break or if they could tinme it during
say -- | think a total of eight weeks, if they could
have it done fromlike Thanksgiving to Christnas
when school was out a lot, that would certainly
relieve probably a lot of the traffic congestion
goi ng across. Because it's extrenely bad certain
times of the year. For exanple, in August, the
first two weeks when school is in session, where
people are trying to figure out where the best route
is, what the timng is and so forth, and you get
i nnurrer abl e accidents and just nassive traffic jans
at that particular time. So, ny concern, just
initially when | |ooked at that, was the fact that
the timng of that one |lane, when it was put down to
one |l ane, could be taken into consideration, you
know, according to school schedul es.
MR GREG LI ER

My name is Geg Lier and |'ma
busi ness owner on both the east and west banks. |'m
al so the I medi ate Past President of the El mmod
Busi ness Association. And nmy comrents are really
directed nore toward the eastbank portion of this

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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construction project. W certainly are in favor of
the three laning of the Huey P. Long as soon as
possi bl e, but there are a nunber of concerns
relative to traffic once it gets to ground |l evel on
the eastbank. So, you know, we firmy support the
project but want to see some nore study work done
relative to necessary traffic signalization so it's
coordi nated, and al so appropriate turning | anes so
al |l those businesses along C earview, which are an
i nportant part for the area, have decent access once
this is done. That's it.

MR LQUI S LAURI CELLA:

My conments are twofold. One is
that first, that we need to ensure that northbound
traffic on Cl earview Parkway has a protected |eft
turn into East Corporate Drive. "Protected" neans
signalized protection.

And then secondly, we need to ensure
that there's a double left-hand turn onto northbound
Cl earvi ew on Mounes.

And actually, thirdly, | would like to
see if the State could coordinate with Jefferson
Parish to ensure they could get the traffic signals
al ong C earvi ew Parkway to be synchroni zed so that
we have a freer flow of traffic, unlike the way they

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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are right now

MR, ROBERT HAM LTON

In regards to the actual w dening

of the span itself to three ten-foot |anes, or three
el evens, | think, and a 10-foot shoul der on the
right and a two-foot shoul der or a 6-foot shoul der
on the left, | don't think that you have adequate
room for energency service breakdown on the |eft
side. A third | ane cannot get fromone |ane to the
other. And if you get a car, npst cars are going to
be in the vicinity of being six foot, some of them
are wi der, so you don't have any space if you have
to get out of your car, or to be away fromthe
traffic. |f you have three | anes you have a faster
| ane, generally your left [ane, and you're closer to
danger. There's no provisions made, allowance nade
for that energency | ane or for enough pullover on
the left side. There is no provision nmade for
pedestrian or bicycle traffic on that span. |In the
event that a person has to wal k or whatever, there's
no provisions nmade for that. There's no barrier;
there's no guardrail that | see. |'msure that
maybe that woul d be consi der ed.

In regards to the approach and exit,
the exit, eastbank side, | think nore attention has
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to be given to finally utilize that Earhart
connection, the Earhart rather than C earview since
Clearview has a lot of problenms with |lights and
stopping like that right at the foot. |f you carry
a large volune of traffic all you're going to do is
bottl eneck it and have no places where you have
lights. If it noves further away to Earhart where
you have an open roadway w t hout |ights, that would
be sufficient in that area. That's pretty nuch it.
MS. MELI NDA GALLARDO

| mainly want to find out: What
are we going to do about the traffic? W' re already
bottl| enecked every day when there's traffic com ng
from Avondal e. Now, when they shut down one | ane,
either side, what are we going to do to get out of
Hoot er Road? The people are not follow ng -- when
there's a big sign that says "Do not bl ock

intersection,” they're blocking it. W cannot get
out now. Sonetinmes you sit there for an hour
already. So, what are we going to do when they're
closing dowmn a lane and it's backtracked back? And
al so, are they going to open up Wegand and | et us
out the back? You know? That's basically it. |
just want to know if we can have sonme way of getting

in and out. Because the way we're going, we can't

BNEW ORLEANS, LA * (504)488-DEPO * (800)528-9039
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10

get inin the front of our street.

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

This certificate is valid only for a
transcript acconpanied by ny blue |icense stanp on
thi s page.

I, Jane Borrello-Lanere, Certified Court
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as the
of ficer before whomthis testinony was taken, do
hereby certify that the foregoing 9 pages of court
proceedi ngs and/or testinony was reported by ne in
the stenotype reporting nethod, was prepared and
transcribed by me or under ny personal direction and
supervision, and is a true and correct transcript to
the best of ny ability and understanding; that | am
not related to counsel or to the parties herein, nor
am| otherwise interested in the outcone of this

matter.

JANE BORRELLO- LAMERE
CERTI FI ED COURT REPCRTER
LI CENSE NO 91331
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